
 
 
 
 

SƵndaǇ͕ Apƌil Ϯϱ 
  ϵ:ϬϬam WoƌƐhip Seƌǀice, Sanctuary Ύ 
ϭϬ:ϬϬam Sunday School Θ Small Groups Ύ 
ϭϭ:ϬϬam WoƌƐhip Seƌǀice, Sanctuary Ύ 
 ΎNƵƌƐeƌǇ Aǀailable͗ Biƌƚh ƚo ϰ YeaƌƐ 
ϭϮ:ϬϬpm Acolyte Training, ThorpeͬSanctuary  
  ϱ:ϯϬpm MYF, Methodist Youth Fellowship, Thorpe Bldg͘ 
 

MondaǇ͕ Apƌil Ϯϲ 
  ϵ:ϬϬam Prayer Team, Zoom Meeting 
ϭϭ:ϬϬam  Chair Yoga, Thorpe Bldg͘ 
  ϲ:ϬϬpm Church Council Meeting, Thorpe Bldg͘ 
  ϳ:ϬϬpm Men’s Bible Study, Gholson Room 
 

 TƵeƐdaǇ͕ Apƌil Ϯϳ 
  ϳ:ϬϬam ϳϬϳ Bible Study, Youth Room 
  ϴ:ϬϬam Biscuit Eaters Reunion Group, Parlor 
ϭϬ:ϬϬam Men’s Life, Room ϮϬϯ 
  ϰ:ϬϬpm Green Memorial Service, Chapel 
  ϳ:ϬϬpm Boy Scout Troop Ϯϰϴ, Thorpe Bldg͘ 
 

WedneƐdaǇ͕ Apƌil Ϯϴ 
  ϳ:ϬϬam ϳϬϳ Bible Study, Thorpe Bldg͘ 
ϭϭ:ϬϬam Chair Yoga, Thorpe Bldg͘ 
  ϰ:ϬϬpm Disciple Bible Study, Zoom Meeting 
  ϲ:ϬϬpm Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
 

ThƵƌƐdaǇ͕ Apƌil Ϯϵ 
  ϱ:ϯϬpm Mom’s In Prayer, Youth Room 
 

FƌidaǇ͕ Apƌil ϯϬ 
ϭϭ:ϬϬam Chair Yoga, Thorpe Bldg͘ 
  ϱ:ϬϬpm Wedding Ceremony, Sanctuary 
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        ThiƐ iƐ a SƚeƉheŶ MiŶiƐƚƌǇ ChƵƌch 

Our Staff 

Where Love is Unconditional 
Service is Celebrated Enthusiastically 

The Mission of Christ is Advanced Consistently 

April 25, 2021  

Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM 
Nursery Available 

Rev͘ Tom Jones͕ Senioƌ PaƐƚoƌ  
tomΛstsimonsumc͘com ͮ ϲϳϴ͘ϯϰϯ͘ϯϳϲϳ 
Rev͘ Richard Soper͕ AƐƐociaƚe PaƐƚoƌ 
richardΛstsimonsumc͘com ͮ ϵϭϮ͘ϮϮϮ͘Ϯϭϯϵ 
Kevin Lamb͕ Diƌecƚoƌ of MƵƐic MiniƐƚƌieƐ  
kevinΛstsimonsumc͘com 
Anne Frazier͕ ChƵƌch AdminiƐƚƌaƚoƌ  
anneΛstsimonsumc͘com 
Heather Keefer͕ Diƌecƚoƌ of SƚƵdenƚ MiniƐƚƌieƐ 
heatherΛstsimonsumc͘com 
Allen Morrison͕ Diƌecƚoƌ of Media and CommƵnicaƟonƐ 
allenΛstsimonsumc͘com 
Carolyn Hamilton͕ Finance  
carolynΛstsimonsumc͘com 
Mary Brittain͕ PƌeƐchool Diƌecƚoƌ  
marybΛstsimonsumc͘com 
Holly Lamb͕ ConƚempoƌaƌǇ MƵƐic AƐƐociaƚe  
hlambϵϮΛgmail͘com 
Sondra Anderson͕ PianiƐƚ 
sandersonϰϭϱΛwindstream͘net 

Weekly Events The Worship of God 
9:00  A.M.   

The Worship of God 
11:00 A.M.   

 Prelude  Sondra Anderson 
      

 Greeting  Rev͘ Richard Soper  
 

Ύ Worship Time 

   CŽŵe͕ ChƌiƐƟaŶƐ͕ JŽiŶ ƚŽ SiŶg Christian Bateman 

     ΞPublic Domain  

Ύ Fellowship Time  

   FƌieŶd Žf GŽd  CCLI η ϯϵϵϭϲϱϭ ͮ Israel Houghton  

     ΞϮϬϬϯ Integrity Music 

 

 Mission Moment Hope ϭϯϭϮ CollecƟǀe 

 

 Children’s Message  Heather Keefer 

 

 Morning Prayer  Richard Soper

   

   CŽŵe ƚŽ JeƐƵƐ   CCLI η ϰϮϲϭϬϱϬ ͮ Chris Rice  

     ΞϮϬϬϯ Clumsy Fly Music 

 

 Scripture Acts Ϯ:ϭϰ-ϭϱ; ϮϮ-ϯϮ Rev͘ Tom Jones 

 

 Morning Message Powerfully Simple Tom Jones 

      

Ύ Invitation  

  I Giǀe YŽƵ MǇ Heaƌƚ  CCLI η  ϭϴϲϲϭϯϮ ͮ  Reuben Morgan 

     Ξϭϵϵϱ Hillsong Publishing 

 

Ύ Benediction  Tom Jones 
 

 Postlude  Emri Comer 

 

 

    ΎWŽƌƐhiƉƉeƌƐ͕ ƉůeaƐe ƐƚaŶd aƐ cŽŵfŽƌƚabůe 

 Welcome  Rev͘ Richard Soper 

 

 Prelude  Sondra Anderson 

       

Ύ Hymn ηϭϱϴ CŽŵe͕ ChƌiƐƟaŶƐ͕  SPANISH HYMN 

    JŽiŶ ƚŽ SiŶg 
      

 

Ύ Affirmation of Faith The AƉŽƐƚle’Ɛ Cƌeed   

  

 Mission Moment Hope ϭϯϭϮ CollecƟǀe  

      

Ύ Passing the Peace  Richard Soper 

 

Ύ Fellowship Chorus ηϭϳϳ He͕ IƐ LŽƌd Ξϭϵϴϲ Word Music 

 

 

 Children’s Message  Heather Keefer 

 

Ύ Hymn ηϯϮϳ CƌŽǁŶ Hiŵ Wiƚh MaŶǇ CƌŽǁŶƐ  DIADEMATA

     

  

 Morning Prayer  Richard Soper 

 

 The Lord’s Prayer 

 

 Message in Music  Chancel Choir 
     By Jane Marshall 

     ΞCarl Fischer 
 

 Scripture Acts Ϯ:ϭϰ-ϭϱ; ϮϮ-ϯϮ Rev͘ Tom Jones 

 

 Morning Message Powerfully Simple  
 

Ύ Invitation ηϭϳϬ Oh HŽǁ I LŽǀe JeƐƵƐ  OH HOW I LOVE JESUS 

     Verses ϭ Θ Ϯ 

 

Ύ Benediction  Tom Jones 
 

 Postlude  Emri Comer 

 

  

    ΎWŽƌƐhiƉƉeƌƐ͕ ƉůeaƐe ƐƚaŶd aƐ cŽŵfŽƌƚabůe 
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Financial Report 
TEXT TO GIVE͗ Foƌ ǇoƵƌ conǀenience ǇoƵ maǇ Ɛend a 
ƚeǆƚ ƚo ƚhe nƵmbeƌ ϳϯϮϲϱ ǁiƚh ƚhe meƐƐage SSUMC ƚo 
Giǀe Online 

Apƌil ϭϴ͕ ϮϬϮϭ 
Tithes Θ Offerings Received ͮ Ψϭϴ,Ϭϭϱ͘ϬϬ 
Received YTD ͮ ΨϯϮϮ,ϳϯϭ͘ϭϵ 
Expenses YTD ͮ ΨϯϭϮ,ϭϴϯ͘ϲϵ 
Budgeted Amount YTD ͮ Ψϯϱϰ,ϱϬϳ͘ϴϮ 
Building Fund YTD ͮ ΨϲϳϬ͘ϬϬ 

Join the Church 
If you would like to join St͘ Simons United Methodist Church you may 
do so by one of three ways:  

;ϭͿ Profession of Faith in Jesus Christ 
;ϮͿ Transfer from another United Methodist congregation 
;ϯͿ Transfer from another denomination  

If you are interested in more information about becoming a member 
contact Rev͘ Tom Jones  
ϲϳϴ͘ϯϰϯ͘ϯϳϲϳͮ ƚomΛƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘com 

Connect With Us! 
Send GUESTƐƐƵmc ƚo ϯϭϵϵϲ ƚo Connecƚ Wiƚh UƐ 
Open a new text message on your phone and send the words above to 
the listed phone number͘ Once you text in, you will be able to answer 
some follow up questions to share with us͘ 
You may always reach out to our pastors and staff directly͘  
ϵϭϮ͘ϲϯϴ͘ϯϯϭϳ ͮ anneΛƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘com 

THIS WEEK͗ Senioƌ AdƵlƚ MiniƐƚƌǇ ͮ Apƌil Ϯϳ͕ ϮϬϮϭ 
The Senior Adult Ministry has planned a Day on Jekyll Island͘ 
Included are the following: a guided trolley tour of the Historic 
District, a self-guided tour of the Mosaic Museum, a visit to 
Faith Chapel͘ Lunch will be on your own͘ We will be leaving the 
church at ϭϬ:ϭϱ am͘ Cost is Ψϭϱ and group size is limited to Ϯϱ͘ 
ReƐeƌǀaƟonƐ͗ ǁǁǁ͘ƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘comͬƐam-jekǇll-ϮϬϮϭ 
anneΛƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘com ͮ ϵϭϮ-ϲϯϴ-ϯϯϭϳ  

 ΛSƚSimonƐUmc  SƚSimonƐUmc͘com 

Join OƵƌ Email LiƐƚ oƌ Updaƚe YoƵƌ Conƚacƚ Info͗ 
infoΛƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘com ͮ ϵϭϮ͘ϲϯϴ͘ϯϯϭϳ 

Attendance 
Apƌil ϭϴ͕ ϮϬϮϭ ͮ ChƵƌch in ƚhe Paƌk 
Thank ǇoƵ foƌ all ǁho aƩended and made ƚhiƐ gaƚheƌing 
poƐƐible͊ 
Total Approximate In-Person Worship ͮ ϮϬϬ 

Preschool is Growing! 
The Preschool is hiring one full-time and one part-time position͘ 
The application can be found on our website͘ Please contact 
Mary Brittain, Preschool Director for more information͘ 
www͘StSimonsUMC͘comͬPreschool  maƌǇbΛƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘com 

SEEKING: Student Ministry Intern 
Paid ϴ Week InƚeƌnƐhip JƵne Θ JƵlǇ 
Are you interesting in serving in Student Ministry!?  
We are looking for you! Ages ϭϴ н͘ Email Heather Keefer, 
Director, Student Ministries for information or to apply͘ 
heaƚheƌΛƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘com 

Ushers Needed 
SƵndaǇ MoƌningƐ ͮ ϵ͗ϬϬ Θ ϭϭ͗ϬϬam 
Serve your church family as an Usher on Sunday mornings͘ We 
are looking for volunteers to join the team, as our numbers 
continue to grow! For more information, please contact Phil 
Shinall or Anne Frazier: 
ƌpƐhinallΛgmail͘com ͮ anneΛƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘com  

Moms in Prayer: Now on Thursdays 
ThƵƌƐdaǇƐ ͮ ϱ͗ϯϬ-ϲ͗ϯϬpm ͮ YoƵƚh Room 
All mothers, of any age, are invited to Moms in Prayer on 
Thursdays, ϱ:ϯϬ-ϲ:ϯϬpm͘ Moms in Prayer is a guided time of 
prayer and reflection that focuses on our children and families͘ 
For more information about Moms in Prayer and how you can 
be a part of this important prayer ministry in our church, 
please contact Anne Jones͘ 
joneƐanneϭϮϮΛgmail͘com ͮ ϳϳϬ-ϯϭϮ-Ϭϯϲϱ 

New Members 
Please welcome to our newest Church Member, Deboƌah 
KaƌǁiƐch who joined on Sunday, April ϭϭ͘ 

´PrioriW\ WorVhipµ  
The Georgia Bulldog football team had its Red and Black Spring 
Game last Saturday͘   
 

The crowd was somewhat small especially compared to the 
attendance a few years ago͘  It was Kirby Smart’s first year as head 
coach, and he challenged UGA fans to show up for the game͘  He 
said he wanted to see ϵϯ,ϬϬϬ people there  And it happened!  
Georgia football fans heard and responded to the challenge͘  In 
the end, more than ϵϯ,ϬϬϬ came to the game ʹ it was standing 
room only - to watch a practice game!  Incredible! 
 

It is interesting to see what draws a crowd͘  Crowds will support 
their favorite teams͘  Crowds will attend concerts͘  Crowds will 
flock to amusement parks͘  Whenever something takes a high 
priority in one’s life, people want to be a part of the crowd͘  
 

Prior to COVID-ϭϵ, attendance in worship services was already 
trending downward in churches across the country͘  Where there 
used to be crowds on Sundays, most sanctuaries had plenty of 
vacant seats͘  As more of us get vaccines and the guidelines in our 
communities become more relaxed, the question many pastors 
are asking regarding post-COVID is this:  Will the people who were 
coming before come back now?  
 

Pastors are aware that many of our parishioners have become 
comfortable with watching virtual worship͘  Attendance at in-
person worship seems less necessary, less essential, and is 
certainly less convenient than ever before͘  I have heard it said, 
“Why should we dress and go to church if we can have church 
wherever we are whenever we want?”   It’s a fair question͘  I could 
easily get used to preaching from the comfort of my couch at 
home͘  
 

But what we need to remember is that we gather for worship 
because we are called to be the church together͘  God has given us 
each other; to grow together, serve together, and to build-up one 
another͘  When we shift our attention from being at church, to 
being the church, it is easier to understand why it’s important for 
us to be present͘  
 

I am grateful for your faithful worship attendance and support of 
the church both online and in-person during the pandemic͘ You 
have been amazing!  It has been wonderful to see people return to 
worship in recent weeks as more of us become comfortable in 
doing so͘   
 

But at the same time, please understand that out of concern for 
everyone’s well-being we will continue to practice our current 
social distance guidelines through at least August ϭ͘  For those of 
you who need to take precautions, please be safe, continue to stay 
connected, and take full advantage of joining us in virtual worship͘ 
 

As we anticipate the day when the pandemic will be a thing of the 
past, I want to challenge you to begin to pray about making your 
worship attendance a priority once again͘  When you’re here - 
when we’re all able to be back together - the attendance is certain 
to be somewhat less than ϵϯ,ϬϬϬ, but it will still be incredible!  
 
 BůeƐƐiŶgƐ͊ 
 TŽŵ  

Baby Recognition 
We will be celebrating all of the babies born in our Church Family 
during the past year on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May ϵ, ϮϬϮϭ͘ Please 
contact Anne Frazier if your baby was born after Mother’s Day ϮϬϮϬ, 
so we may include them in this celebration! anneΛƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘com  

Acolyte Training 
TodaǇ Apƌil Ϯϱ ͮ Afteƌ ϭϭ͗ϬϬam WoƌƐhip ͮ Thoƌpe Bldg͘  
Children grades ϯ-ϱ join us in the Thorpe Building after ϭϭ:ϬϬ 
Worship on April Ϯϱ to learn about serving as an Acolyte͘ The 
student Acolyte and at least one parent is required to attend 
this training for students to be able to participate in worship 
during the month of May͘ Lunch will be served for those 
staying for the training͘ Contact: heaƚheƌΛƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘com 

Prayer Requests 

PleaƐe ƚake ƚiŵe ƚhiƐ ǁeek aŶd ƉƌaǇ fŽƌ ƚheƐe iŶdiǀidƵalƐ͗  
Neǁ PƌaǇeƌ CŽŶceƌŶƐ͗  
John Aleǆandeƌ, RannǇ BloƵnƚ, Claƌence Belƚ, Tilman BlakleǇ͕ 
Marie Carver, Pete Correll, Rhonda DeLoƵch FamilǇ͕ Jane DƵnn, 
Linda Cardwell, Beth Ewing Θ Family, LƵkaƐ FoƌƚƵnaƚo͕ Bob Galand͕ 
Barbara Hill, Maƌgaƌeƚ Eƌǁin King, Maƌk  JohnƐon, Kaƚe Θ KennedǇ, 
Keǀin Θ Ana Smiƚh͕ Keǀin Lamb͕ Anne Θ Read MonƚiqƵe, Kaƚie 
MƵƌphǇ, Lee Reed͕ MaƌǇ Ann Sƚeǁaƌƚ͕ SiƐƚeƌ TƵckeƌ͕ Caƌol 
Whiƚƚed 
OŶgŽiŶg PƌaǇeƌ CŽŶceƌŶƐ͗  
Diana Bailey, John Barton, Lauren Belt, Tilman Blakely, Marcia 
Boney, Sandy Bottjer, Billy June Boyd, Peggy Capes, Beth Carey, 
Lanier Dobrenic, Terri Dunkle, Julia Epstein, Connie Hallowes, 
Elwanda Hopkins, Shannon Lemmon, Ellie Leroux, Nathan 
Meadows, Spence Mullis, Jimmy Orr, Sandy Θ Jerry Peterson, Bill 
and Ann Pickard, Dick Pipe, Don Θ Mable Proctor, George Raiford, 
Bob Rewis, Mary Stivers, Dave Vandersall, Paul Wilska, Bobbé 
Wooldridge, Hollis Youngner, Beverly Zeller, Our Nation 
AƐƐiƐƚed LiǀiŶg PƌaǇeƌ͗  
Magnolia Manoƌ͗ JoAnne Alford, Jack Jenkins, Marjorie Lawrence, 
Pat Miller, Norma Mock, Joyce Parry, Charlotte Petty, Larry 
Varnadoe 
Senioƌ Caƌe: Anne Pinson   
MaƌƐh’Ɛ Edge AƐƐiƐƚed: Judy Clifton, Nancy Reynolds 
WheŶ a Ŷaŵe iƐ added ƚŽ ƚhe Neǁ PƌaǇeƌ CŽŶceƌŶƐ ƚheǇ ǁill ƌeŵaiŶ 
fŽƌ TWO ǁeekƐ ƵŶleƐƐ ƚhe Žffice iƐ ŶŽƟfied Žf aŶ ŽŶgŽiŶg ƉƌaǇeƌ 
cŽŶceƌŶ͘ BOLDED ŶaŵeƐ iŶdicaƚe a Ŷeǁ addiƟŽŶ Žƌ cƵƌƌeŶƚ cŽŶceƌŶ͘  

Members in Ministry this Sunday 
Apƌil Ϯϱ͕ ϮϬϮϭ 
UƐheƌƐ͗ 
ϵ:ϬϬ Bill Kirby, Ward Sweat, John Vann, Tim Vinson  
ϭϭ:ϬϬ Joey Baldwin, Erik Kaufmann, Jimmy Maupin, David  

Paulk, Clif Pease, Dwight Sweat  
GƌeeƚeƌƐ͗ 
ϵ:ϬϬ Barbara Hill, Dick and Cathie Wilton  
ϭϭ:ϬϬ Kay Holmes, Marguerite Suthard  
PƌojecƟon͗  
ϵ:ϬϬ Robin Parmelee 
ϭϭ:ϬϬ Ashley Swann 

Thank You for Church in the Park 
Thank you on behalf of the church staff and the hospitality 
committee to all those who volunteered to set up, serve and 
clean up this past Sunday for the wonderful Church in the Park 
service! We are so appreciative for the sound crew, the 
children, the Praise team and all who led in worship, and to 
Michael Hulett for the inspiring music! We are grateful to all 
who helped make it such a meaningful morning of worship! 

Church Council: This Monday 
Church Council members, please join us this Monday, April Ϯϲ, at 
ϲ:ϬϬpm in the Thorpe Building͘ 

Greeters Needed 
SƵndaǇ MoƌningƐ ͮ ϵ͗ϬϬ Θ ϭϭ͗ϬϬam 
Greeters are the first smiling face you see, thank you for all that 
you do to welcome our congregation! Now that we are returning 
to in-person gatherings, we are in need of more greeters!  
Conƚacƚ Anne Fƌaǌieƌ foƌ moƌe info ͮ anneΛƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘com 

VBS 2021  
SAVE THE DATE ͮ JƵne Ϯϳ - JƵlǇ ϭ͕ ϮϬϮϭ 
We are so excited to announce dates for VBS ϮϬϮϭ! VBS is 
returning to SSUMC and will look more like what we are used 
to! Mark your calendars now͘  
ǁǁǁ͘ƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘comͬǀbƐϮϬϮϭ  
heaƚheƌΛƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘com 

Senior Recognition Sunday, May 16 
If you are a High School or College senior graduating this spring, or the 
parent of one, please email to let us know! Graduate Recognition 
Sunday will be during worship on May ϭϲ and we would love to 
include you! heaƚheƌΛƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘com 



Financial Report 
TEXT TO GIVE͗ Foƌ ǇoƵƌ conǀenience ǇoƵ maǇ Ɛend a 
ƚeǆƚ ƚo ƚhe nƵmbeƌ ϳϯϮϲϱ ǁiƚh ƚhe meƐƐage SSUMC ƚo 
Giǀe Online 

Apƌil ϭϴ͕ ϮϬϮϭ 
Tithes Θ Offerings Received ͮ Ψϭϴ,Ϭϭϱ͘ϬϬ 
Received YTD ͮ ΨϯϮϮ,ϳϯϭ͘ϭϵ 
Expenses YTD ͮ ΨϯϭϮ,ϭϴϯ͘ϲϵ 
Budgeted Amount YTD ͮ Ψϯϱϰ,ϱϬϳ͘ϴϮ 
Building Fund YTD ͮ ΨϲϳϬ͘ϬϬ 

Join the Church 
If you would like to join St͘ Simons United Methodist Church you may 
do so by one of three ways:  

;ϭͿ Profession of Faith in Jesus Christ 
;ϮͿ Transfer from another United Methodist congregation 
;ϯͿ Transfer from another denomination  

If you are interested in more information about becoming a member 
contact Rev͘ Tom Jones  
ϲϳϴ͘ϯϰϯ͘ϯϳϲϳͮ ƚomΛƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘com 

Connect With Us! 
Send GUESTƐƐƵmc ƚo ϯϭϵϵϲ ƚo Connecƚ Wiƚh UƐ 
Open a new text message on your phone and send the words above to 
the listed phone number͘ Once you text in, you will be able to answer 
some follow up questions to share with us͘ 
You may always reach out to our pastors and staff directly͘  
ϵϭϮ͘ϲϯϴ͘ϯϯϭϳ ͮ anneΛƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘com 

THIS WEEK͗ Senioƌ AdƵlƚ MiniƐƚƌǇ ͮ Apƌil Ϯϳ͕ ϮϬϮϭ 
The Senior Adult Ministry has planned a Day on Jekyll Island͘ 
Included are the following: a guided trolley tour of the Historic 
District, a self-guided tour of the Mosaic Museum, a visit to 
Faith Chapel͘ Lunch will be on your own͘ We will be leaving the 
church at ϭϬ:ϭϱ am͘ Cost is Ψϭϱ and group size is limited to Ϯϱ͘ 
ReƐeƌǀaƟonƐ͗ ǁǁǁ͘ƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘comͬƐam-jekǇll-ϮϬϮϭ 
anneΛƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘com ͮ ϵϭϮ-ϲϯϴ-ϯϯϭϳ  

 ΛSƚSimonƐUmc  SƚSimonƐUmc͘com 

Join OƵƌ Email LiƐƚ oƌ Updaƚe YoƵƌ Conƚacƚ Info͗ 
infoΛƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘com ͮ ϵϭϮ͘ϲϯϴ͘ϯϯϭϳ 

Attendance 
Apƌil ϭϴ͕ ϮϬϮϭ ͮ ChƵƌch in ƚhe Paƌk 
Thank ǇoƵ foƌ all ǁho aƩended and made ƚhiƐ gaƚheƌing 
poƐƐible͊ 
Total Approximate In-Person Worship ͮ ϮϬϬ 

Preschool is Growing! 
The Preschool is hiring one full-time and one part-time position͘ 
The application can be found on our website͘ Please contact 
Mary Brittain, Preschool Director for more information͘ 
www͘StSimonsUMC͘comͬPreschool  maƌǇbΛƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘com 

SEEKING: Student Ministry Intern 
Paid ϴ Week InƚeƌnƐhip JƵne Θ JƵlǇ 
Are you interesting in serving in Student Ministry!?  
We are looking for you! Ages ϭϴ н͘ Email Heather Keefer, 
Director, Student Ministries for information or to apply͘ 
heaƚheƌΛƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘com 

Ushers Needed 
SƵndaǇ MoƌningƐ ͮ ϵ͗ϬϬ Θ ϭϭ͗ϬϬam 
Serve your church family as an Usher on Sunday mornings͘ We 
are looking for volunteers to join the team, as our numbers 
continue to grow! For more information, please contact Phil 
Shinall or Anne Frazier: 
ƌpƐhinallΛgmail͘com ͮ anneΛƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘com  

Moms in Prayer: Now on Thursdays 
ThƵƌƐdaǇƐ ͮ ϱ͗ϯϬ-ϲ͗ϯϬpm ͮ YoƵƚh Room 
All mothers, of any age, are invited to Moms in Prayer on 
Thursdays, ϱ:ϯϬ-ϲ:ϯϬpm͘ Moms in Prayer is a guided time of 
prayer and reflection that focuses on our children and families͘ 
For more information about Moms in Prayer and how you can 
be a part of this important prayer ministry in our church, 
please contact Anne Jones͘ 
joneƐanneϭϮϮΛgmail͘com ͮ ϳϳϬ-ϯϭϮ-Ϭϯϲϱ 

New Members 
Please welcome to our newest Church Member, Deboƌah 
KaƌǁiƐch who joined on Sunday, April ϭϭ͘ 

´PrioriW\ WorVhipµ  
The Georgia Bulldog football team had its Red and Black Spring 
Game last Saturday͘   
 

The crowd was somewhat small especially compared to the 
attendance a few years ago͘  It was Kirby Smart’s first year as head 
coach, and he challenged UGA fans to show up for the game͘  He 
said he wanted to see ϵϯ,ϬϬϬ people there  And it happened!  
Georgia football fans heard and responded to the challenge͘  In 
the end, more than ϵϯ,ϬϬϬ came to the game ʹ it was standing 
room only - to watch a practice game!  Incredible! 
 

It is interesting to see what draws a crowd͘  Crowds will support 
their favorite teams͘  Crowds will attend concerts͘  Crowds will 
flock to amusement parks͘  Whenever something takes a high 
priority in one’s life, people want to be a part of the crowd͘  
 

Prior to COVID-ϭϵ, attendance in worship services was already 
trending downward in churches across the country͘  Where there 
used to be crowds on Sundays, most sanctuaries had plenty of 
vacant seats͘  As more of us get vaccines and the guidelines in our 
communities become more relaxed, the question many pastors 
are asking regarding post-COVID is this:  Will the people who were 
coming before come back now?  
 

Pastors are aware that many of our parishioners have become 
comfortable with watching virtual worship͘  Attendance at in-
person worship seems less necessary, less essential, and is 
certainly less convenient than ever before͘  I have heard it said, 
“Why should we dress and go to church if we can have church 
wherever we are whenever we want?”   It’s a fair question͘  I could 
easily get used to preaching from the comfort of my couch at 
home͘  
 

But what we need to remember is that we gather for worship 
because we are called to be the church together͘  God has given us 
each other; to grow together, serve together, and to build-up one 
another͘  When we shift our attention from being at church, to 
being the church, it is easier to understand why it’s important for 
us to be present͘  
 

I am grateful for your faithful worship attendance and support of 
the church both online and in-person during the pandemic͘ You 
have been amazing!  It has been wonderful to see people return to 
worship in recent weeks as more of us become comfortable in 
doing so͘   
 

But at the same time, please understand that out of concern for 
everyone’s well-being we will continue to practice our current 
social distance guidelines through at least August ϭ͘  For those of 
you who need to take precautions, please be safe, continue to stay 
connected, and take full advantage of joining us in virtual worship͘ 
 

As we anticipate the day when the pandemic will be a thing of the 
past, I want to challenge you to begin to pray about making your 
worship attendance a priority once again͘  When you’re here - 
when we’re all able to be back together - the attendance is certain 
to be somewhat less than ϵϯ,ϬϬϬ, but it will still be incredible!  
 
 BůeƐƐiŶgƐ͊ 
 TŽŵ  

Baby Recognition 
We will be celebrating all of the babies born in our Church Family 
during the past year on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May ϵ, ϮϬϮϭ͘ Please 
contact Anne Frazier if your baby was born after Mother’s Day ϮϬϮϬ, 
so we may include them in this celebration! anneΛƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘com  

Acolyte Training 
TodaǇ Apƌil Ϯϱ ͮ Afteƌ ϭϭ͗ϬϬam WoƌƐhip ͮ Thoƌpe Bldg͘  
Children grades ϯ-ϱ join us in the Thorpe Building after ϭϭ:ϬϬ 
Worship on April Ϯϱ to learn about serving as an Acolyte͘ The 
student Acolyte and at least one parent is required to attend 
this training for students to be able to participate in worship 
during the month of May͘ Lunch will be served for those 
staying for the training͘ Contact: heaƚheƌΛƐƚƐimonƐƵmc͘com 

Prayer Requests 

PleaƐe ƚake ƚiŵe ƚhiƐ ǁeek aŶd ƉƌaǇ fŽƌ ƚheƐe iŶdiǀidƵalƐ͗  
Neǁ PƌaǇeƌ CŽŶceƌŶƐ͗  
John Aleǆandeƌ, RannǇ BloƵnƚ, Claƌence Belƚ, Tilman BlakleǇ͕ 
Marie Carver, Pete Correll, Rhonda DeLoƵch FamilǇ͕ Jane DƵnn, 
Linda Cardwell, Beth Ewing Θ Family, LƵkaƐ FoƌƚƵnaƚo͕ Bob Galand͕ 
Barbara Hill, Maƌgaƌeƚ Eƌǁin King, Maƌk  JohnƐon, Kaƚe Θ KennedǇ, 
Keǀin Θ Ana Smiƚh͕ Keǀin Lamb͕ Anne Θ Read MonƚiqƵe, Kaƚie 
MƵƌphǇ, Lee Reed͕ MaƌǇ Ann Sƚeǁaƌƚ͕ SiƐƚeƌ TƵckeƌ͕ Caƌol 
Whiƚƚed 
OŶgŽiŶg PƌaǇeƌ CŽŶceƌŶƐ͗  
Diana Bailey, John Barton, Lauren Belt, Tilman Blakely, Marcia 
Boney, Sandy Bottjer, Billy June Boyd, Peggy Capes, Beth Carey, 
Lanier Dobrenic, Terri Dunkle, Julia Epstein, Connie Hallowes, 
Elwanda Hopkins, Shannon Lemmon, Ellie Leroux, Nathan 
Meadows, Spence Mullis, Jimmy Orr, Sandy Θ Jerry Peterson, Bill 
and Ann Pickard, Dick Pipe, Don Θ Mable Proctor, George Raiford, 
Bob Rewis, Mary Stivers, Dave Vandersall, Paul Wilska, Bobbé 
Wooldridge, Hollis Youngner, Beverly Zeller, Our Nation 
AƐƐiƐƚed LiǀiŶg PƌaǇeƌ͗  
Magnolia Manoƌ͗ JoAnne Alford, Jack Jenkins, Marjorie Lawrence, 
Pat Miller, Norma Mock, Joyce Parry, Charlotte Petty, Larry 
Varnadoe 
Senioƌ Caƌe: Anne Pinson   
MaƌƐh’Ɛ Edge AƐƐiƐƚed: Judy Clifton, Nancy Reynolds 
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